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At least 15 more dams
upstream are planned or
under construction.

Nong Pa

iaglsiu

(N’]HFIGM']%)
MongcTon
(Mai Tong/Tasang)

ndovaau
* Mae Hong Son
o 1Bovlnl

—3» _A1-NIU Chiang Mai = lowounu
CoY Dagwm Vientiane
ﬂﬂ?
Hatgyi
Tns
THAILAND

LaiinanazAn mﬂﬁﬂﬁmuélmaisnm@i’ﬂﬁm"mﬂm
athadarzansuiuiafifiananfisndagiuen uas
NUTALUUIUTBIAU A1azIulaTuIUY uaitilrauay
waithues@iies lusSom suusdtlnaifes Sl
Uszmalfdusnsanlanniesssamd antuaiaziu
Tuadnaunsuuandignineumiliesedigaiu win
Hulanaeesiganuasgisavenviranvisull Iuadu
Lé’uwmL.mewdwﬁf"gﬂzLM?MLL@%WLﬂ@LL;JmET‘m
guneaug Amiauddesaeu anivlmanaudanai
avgiINany wazluaaannziafiiiasunzanlanie
NTATUMAN TN $INANLNITIIAL 2,800 Alauums

a1ax3u Aeaauneu U U ST AR USRS

q

1%

N nune warduiuunamine N ss NI ANG1ATY

= a A o o v A o < ¥
HszuuflnAnadududeundignuyrdsuniues
ML LAULNUIUANAN 8 ]

Much of the mighty Salween River continues to flow
freely. Beginning in the Tibetan Himalayan Mountain
Range, the river meanders through China’s Yunnan
Province where it runs parallel to the Mekong and
Yangtze Rivers, forming the Three Parallel Rivers of
Yunnan Protected Areas, a UNESCO World Heritage
site. It then flows across the Burma (Myanmar) border
into Shan State, and on into Kayah (Karenni) State,
forming the border between Burma, in Karen State, and
Thailand, in the Mae Sariang and Sob Moei Districts of
Mae Hong Son, before flowing into Mon State and
emptying into the sea at Moulmein. The entire length of
the river is 2,800 kilometers.

The Salween River is home to a large number of
diverse ethnic groups and is a rich hub of natural
resources. It is a highly complex ecosystem, teeming
with life. Unlike other major rivers around the world, the
Salween remains largely untouched by man-made
developments.
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In the past several decades however efforts have
been made to develop hydropower projects along the
entire length of the Salween River in Burma. The
proposed projects have faced strong opposition as
result of their expected impacts on human rights and
the environment, as well as on-going armed conflict
between Burmese security forces and ethnic groups
along the River.

The Myanmar Times reported that in early March
2016, the Minister of Energy from the Thai military regime
visited the country to talk with the Government of Burma
about cooperation on energy production and the
development of the Mong Ton Dam in Shan State. The
vast dam project will have ten times the capacity of
Bhumipol Dam in Thailand.

The following report provides the latest updates of
the hydropower projects proposed for development on
the Salween River and its tributaries:
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Dam projects on the Salween River in Burma and along the Thailand-Burma border

MAIWANRAAAY
(IUN:=5mp)
Installed capacity
(megawatt)

golpsunas
Project

anau=vaulAsunis
Project status

wanu
Investor

1. RNioudn3d 1,360 MW NWw.auInesiuBuIua, NS:NSOIWAIIUTWATA EIA 11301889 N1sFAnw
Hat Gyi Dam Project (W1i1), Sinohydro @u),llnternational Group of wans:ntJIY.TIUlﬁUIIé'Olago
Entrepreneurs Co. (W) (MUAIEVaIUNUIYN
. i . SIuUUnS)

EGAT International Co., Ministry of Electric

Power (Burma), Sinohydro, International Group | An additional

of Entrepreneurs Co., EGATi Environmental Impact
Assessment has been
completed (at the order
of the Thai Office of the
Prime Minister)

2. iouana:3usneinu 729 MW nwu. AnunouulUTs
Tng-wun (IVeum-ndu) EGAT Feasibility Study
Thailand-Burma Border
Dam (Dagwin)

3. iouana:dusnelnu 4,540 MW nwW. Anwrnoudululn
Ing-win (VouIoes) EGAT Feasibility Study
Thailand-Burma Border
Dam (Wei Gyi)

4. RiousdNAn 4,500 MW China Datang Corporation, MoU oAnunlnsinis
Ywathit Dam United Hydropower Developing Co., MoU signed in 2010

Shwe Taung Hydropower Co. Ltd.
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Project Installed capacity Investor Project status
(megawatt)

5. Woullioulsiu (U1Bmv) 7,110 MW China Three Gorges, Sinohydro, China Southern | AMN1sANyIWans:NU
IAUISINVaUNTEY Power Grid, International Group of Entrepreneurs, | Zvllondau EHIA [ne
Mong Ton Dam NWw.duinasiuduiua usennUsnunoodinsiae

; Snowy Mountain
(Mai Tong), formerly China Three Gorges, Sinohydro, China EnginZering Corporation
known as Tasang Dam Southern Powergrid, International Group of
Entrepreneurs, EGATI EHIA conducted by
Snowy Mountain
Engineering Corporation
. NouruaIwn 1,200 MW Hydrochina, IGE, NS:nsodwawulwia (wijn) | MoU iWewsuunlasnis
Nongpha Dam Hydrochina, IGE, Ministry of Electricity Power | MoU in 2010
. |Tiaunftha\1 1,400 MW Ns=NsouwawuwwA (win), Hanergy Holdimng | nas#nunauidululn
Kunlong Dam Group, Asia World (Gold water Resources) 1UovAU [no Hydro
China
Ministry of Electric Power (Burma), Hanergy
Holding Group, Asia World (Gold Water Preliminary feasibility
Resources), Ministry of Electric Power (Burma) | Study by Hydro China

1. [Asun1sSiVoudn?

matrzarnanmewaulnelszainm 47 Alawns
AINAIUNENAZTY ANTUALLNE BNNBaLLNE 39190
uNdesaau garneainglasanIslszanns 1 LauauLm

sl enanwtalszimnalng (nnn) Tadndna
IAAUAUTNITTTINITUMNRIAINTLHNNTN YA Y
FpvinnsAnEnansEnUAILInG oM ANAN Tasanis
T wadnhana mauaulne-nai Ioglddadszguiie
dnauemeufieneusaztoe damsauddesaou
TuSuf 18 $uanan 2558 athlafims e a9y
Tnsazidaafalilainslamemnass1s s LA TNt
TaeldsmanT=lnemss Ine eI e LANEWINLAL
LaTHANIENUADITLILTNA nsluanein nsanaw
2a3tlan

1 v C&j vy VvV ar 1 = >3 1 s

naunthiladadaunmnInnisAnEAINa18IAu
u?‘mﬁmmmﬁnmmmmﬁwﬁmmﬁﬂ 1lunis@nen
P o ° Vo Yar =
N990U50 UazNeNINVIN TR UIUL LT UNANTEN LIRS
0% a a @
tetngn lagienaissznaumetsegnlufeusunay
2556 sryanlATINslaudnaiafaGaunilanalasy
HANTENUAINNNIATNABUTZALIRENGAUNEN 1 ATITEU

P P o VY oa V¥
waziaentunanaiies 33 AfFeu TungiinuEuuaii

1. Hat Gyi Dam Project

The Hat Gyi Dam would be situated about 47
kilometers downstream from the Thai border along the
Salween River in Ban Sob Moei, Sob Moei District, Mae
Hong Son. The 1,360 megawatt project will cost around
3 bilion USD. The Electricity Generating Authority of
Thailand (EGAT) has commissioned the Chula Unisearch,
at Chulalongkorn University to conduct an additional
Environmental Impact Assessment of the Hat Gyi
hydropower project, due to a suggestion made by the
Thai Prime Minister’'s Office in 2010. A meeting was
held on December 18, 2015 to present the findings of
the report in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son.
However the full version of the report has not been
disclosed to public. Affected communities are particularly
concerned about the project’s transboundary impacts,
including impacts on the river’'s ecosystem, hydrology
and critical fish migration.

There is concern that the study by Chulalongkorn
University was done in haste and is an attempt by EGAT
to minimize the number of affected people, on paper,
as much as possible. The report indicates that the Hat
Gyi Dam Project will only affect a handful of families in
three villages located by the Salween River including
Ban Sob Moei and Ban Mae Sam Laeb, in Sob Moei
District and Ban Tha Ta Fang, in Mae Sariang District.

The dam is located in Karen State; an area that has
seen many years of armed conflict. According to EGAT’s
study report, in Karen State, there would only be 13
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villages affected by the Hat Gyi Dam, requiring the
resettlement of 21 families. However according to Karen
Rivers Watch, many villagers who used to live around
the proposed dam site have already been forced to flee
from the lethal conflict, across the border to Thailand.
They are now resettled in temporary shelters in Mae
Hong Son and Tak.

According to Karen Rivers Watch, Karen National
Union (KNU) officials reported that in April 2015, four
troops from Burma Army Light Infantry Battalions 210
and 205 and the Border Guard Force (BGF) battalions
1013 and 1014, entered the area near the Hat Gyi Dam
site.

As of March 2016, the following villages still remain
within the Hat Gyi Dam affected area:

West side
(Htee Ta Daw Hta area,
Brigade No.5)

1. Mae La
2. Mae La Hta
3. Meseik (West)

East side

Tong Ja area

1. Baw Trow
2. Shwe Oo Wai
3. Meseik (East)
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2. The Lower Salween Border
Dam Project (Dagwin Dam)

The Dagwin Dam would be located on the Salween
River along the Thailand-Burma border at Ban Tha Ta
Fang, in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son, opposite
to Karen State.

3. The Upper Salween Border
Dam Project (Wei Gyi Dam)

The Wei Gyi Dam would be located on the Salween
River along the Thailand-Burma border within the
Salween Wildlife Sanctuary in Mae Sariang District, Mae
Hong Son, opposite to Karen State.

Both the Wei Gyi and Dagwin Dams have been
proposed under the framework of cooperation between
the Thai and Burmese Governments. In 2004, there was
a plan to develop the dams on the Salween and
Tenasserim Rivers. The border dams, sitting between
Thailand and Burma are major projects that were being
strongly promoted by EGAT. Nevertheless, both projects
have been delayed mainly due to the potentially vast
impacts in Thailand, including from the reservoir of the
Wei Gyi Dam, which will reach to the Pai River, a tributary
of the Salween, and to Muang District, in Mae Hong
Son.

4. Ywathit Dam Project

The Ywathit Dam would be located approximately
45 kilometers from the Thai border, in Ban Nam Piang
Din, Muang District, Mae Hong Son.

Situated not far from where the Pai River meets the
Salween River in Karenni State, the project is an
investment of China Datang Corporation. A Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was signed Between Datang
and the Burmese Military in 2010. According to existing
information, the Ywathit Dam Project will have an
installed capacity of 600 megawatts. However
information on Datang’s website, as of March 2013,
indicates that the dam will have an installed capacity of
up to 4,500 megawatts.

The Karenni Environmental Group reports that there
has been rampant logging in the area around the Ywathit
Dam. Access roads have been built from Loikaw, the
capital city of Karenni State to Bawlakhe and Ywathit.

Villagers living around the Ywathit Dam have been
refuges of war for over 20 years. Most of them end up
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seeking asylum in temporary shelters along the border,
particularly in Muang and Khun Yuam Districts, Mae
Hong Son. But, according to the latest information, there
are some villagers who still live around the site of the
Ywathit Dam Project and who are counted as Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs). They have to stay in hiding
when skirmishes between Burmese military forces and
ethnic forces take place.

The Karenni State suffered greatly from construction
of the Mobye Dam and the Lawpita Dam more than 30
years ago. The Lawpita hydropower plant, the fourth
largest in Burma, uprooted 12,000 people. Thousands
of military officers were deployed to protect the power
plant and this has led to a number of human rights
violations committed by Burmese military officers
including sexual violence, forced labor, etc. In addition,
more than 18,000 landmines have been placed around
the power plant and the power grid line.

A Chinese-Burmese team conducted a study of the
Ywathit Dam Project in 2010, to pave the way for its
construction. In December that year, there was a report
of an attack on the vehicle belonging to the study team
close to Prusoe Township, which resulted in the death
of three Chinese engineers.

In 2011, the Border Guard Force No.1005 was
deployed to provide safety for the Chinese dam builders.
It was also reported that the commander of the Bawlakhe
based Light Infantry Battalion No.55 visited the area of
the Ywathit Dam to review the strict provisions of safety
for construction of the dam.

The Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) did
not sign the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the
Burmese military last year before the elections in
November 2015. But the existing agreement signed in
2012 references the Ywathit Dam Project, stating, “All
development projects will be made transparent (including
the Ywathit Dam). Both parties agree to share information
in public and allow people and community based
organizations to have access to the information.”
However, when environmental groups have attempted
to conduct field research to collect information, they
have been arrested by Burmese government forces and
barred from entering the dam site.
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On February 28, 2016, 10 Karenni civil society
groups issued a statement opposing the recent surveying
(in February 2016) by H.T.C.T. Energy Investment
Corporation Ltd. (part of Shwe Taung Co.) and Trust
Energy Investment Pte. Ltd. for a planned hydropower
dam on the Pawn River (a tributary of the Salween) at
Bawlake. This appears to be one of the 3 dams in
Karenni State — which include the Ywathit Dam — agreed
under the MoU with Datang in 2010. Back when the
MoU was signed there was strong speculation that the
Pawn River Dam would be built first, to power
construction of the nearby Ywathit Dam.

There is a new access road from Khun Yuam District,
Mae Hong Son, to Karenni State’s capitol Loikaw,
through a newly built bridge across the Salween River.
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5. Mong Ton Dam Project
(Tasang Dam/Mai Tong Dam)

Located about 40 kilometers from Ban Arunothai,
Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Originally, the dam was to be located at Tasang,
but as the former project developers was unable to
construct the dam in this location, a new project was
proposed. The dam site for the ‘Mai Tong Dam’, as it
is known in Burmese, is 10 kilometers along the river
from the initial location, closer to Mong Ton Township.

The Australian company, Snowy Mountains
Engineering Corporation (SMEC) has been commissioned
to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment in
Shan State. However the legitimacy and quality of the
report has been questioned by a number of civil society
organizations in Shan State. The study team has met
with opposition from local villagers in many areas. The
study is also far from complete, as part of the study
area along the Salween River is under the control of the
United Wa State Army (UWSA) and they have refused
to give permission to the study team to enter the area.

A major concern is the size of the project: The dam
site and reservoir will stretch 870 kilometers along the
Salween and Pang Rivers, its main tributary in Central
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Current Status of Dam Projects on the Salween River

Shan State. Local people in the area were forcibly
relocated by Burmese government troops in the 90’s,
and at least 300,000 people were displaced during this
time. Many fled to Thailand, and are now living along
the border and in Chiang Mai, still unable to return home
almost 20 years later. If the Mong Ton Dam is built these
refugees will lose all hope of ever returning home.

The project would also inundate the Pang River, a
hidden gem of the Salween. This tributary is home to
unique aquatic ecosystems. The river flows into a
cascade of waterfalls, which purify the water, turning it
a light green color. Shan people call the township along
the Pang River, Kunhing, meaning ‘Thousand Islands’.

6. Nong Pha Dam Project

The Nong Pha Dam would be located in Northern
Shan State. An MoU to develop the project was signed
when the Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Burma in
2010. There has been little information disclosed about
the Nong Pha Dam and attempts to access the area
have been almost impossible because of military
presence.

The Nong Pha Dam Project is a collaboration
between the government of Burma and the Burma
International Group of Entrepreneurs (IGE) from Burma
and Hydrochina Corporation. The Burmese government
holds 15% of the shares, while the other companies
hold 85%. With 1,200 megawatts of installed capacity,
90% of the dam’s electricity will be exported to China.

The Nong Pha Dam Project is located in an area
under the control of the United Wa State Army (UWSA).
In 2015, Burmese forces dispatched troops to lay siege
to the Shan State Progress Party/Shan State Army
(SSPP/SSA) (North) at a strategic point close to the area
under the control of UWSA.
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7. Kunlong Dam Project

The Kunlong Dam is located in Northern Shan State,
in an area contested by Kokang resistance forces, close
to the Chinese border. The dam would have an installed
capacity of 1,400 megawatts, with 1,200 megawatts
for export to China through the Southern China power
grid lines. According to Hydrochina Kunming Engineering,
several villages in the area will be affected. The
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been
conducted, though the study has not been released to
public. Construction has begun quietly, though it was
forced to stop due to heavy fighting between the
Burmese troops and the Kokang forces in 2015. The
conflict caused the displacement of more than 100,000
villagers into China.

The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) states
that apart from affecting local villagers, the dam projects
on the Salween River will also disrupt the peace process
in Burma, since around the dam sites there has been
ongoing fighting between Burmese government troops
and the armed forces of various ethnic minority groups.
As aresult, they are calling for a halt to dam construction.

At present, dam construction has been suspended
due to the ongoing-armed conflict. The dam site has
been abandoned.




