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Mission & Vision

Strengthen Movements for Healthy Rivers:

< . 9 Building a Network of Women River Defenders

Protecting the Congo River by elevating the voices of Inga Women

Gain Permanent Legal Protections for the World's Iconic Rivers:
Fighting to Keep Our Rivers #ForeverWild
and Fair Finance for Energy and Water Solutions:
Promises of Hydropower
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A Letter From the
Executive Director

The future of our waterways is as uncertain as ever. As climate change wreaks havoc

on some of our world’s most vital and life-sustaining ecosystems, the rivers that give
these places life are often the first places where the harm is most acutely felt. Freshwater
sources for drinking and agriculture are rapidly being converted into methane-emitting
reservoirs, impacting local livelihoods, indigenous cultures, and vulnerable biodiversity
hotspots that rivers sustain.

What's not uncertain is the resilience of people’'s movements for the protection of our
rivers and waterways. To counter the global rollbacks of environmental protections

and the persecution of environmental and human rights defenders, the network of river
defenders continues to grow. Through globally-connected local action, we are advancing
a shared vision for a world in which rivers are protected as the life-giving arteries of the
Earth that they are... truly clean energy solutions are locally owned and accessed...and the
rights of local and indigenous river protectors are respected.

At International Rivers, it is the fearlessness and innovative-thinking of our river defender
partners around the world that give us hope. As you'll see in the highlights below, 2019
marked a milestone year in the global call for permanent river protection. We took leaps
in our advocacy to hold corporations and financiers accountable for the destruction of
our rivers. And International Rivers now has 24 staff critically engaged in movements

to protect dozens of vital river basins, with particular focus on the Amazonian rivers of
Brazil, Peru, and Colombia, Chile's Patagonia, Southeast Asia’s Mekong and Salween,
South Asia's Ganga-Brahmaputra-Megna system, and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo's Congo River.

Leveraging our global position to resource and support our partner organizations at local
and regional levels — as described in the partnerships section — is key to strengthening
this movement. Ultimately, we could not do this work without our global network. To
each of you who have contributed, we thank you, and through our work, we honor our
shared vision for a healthy future for our rivers.

Sincerely,

Michael Simon
Interim Executive Director
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We seek a world where healthy rivers and the rights of local river communities are valued
and protected. We envision a world where water and energy needs are met without
degrading nature or increasing poverty, and where people have the right to participate in
decisions that affect their lives.
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Strengthen Movements
for Healthy Rivers

Building a Network of
Women River Defenders

Women are often at the heart of local movements
to protect water, and in many places they are the
primary stewards and defenders of freshwater
resources. But women face systematic exclusion
from decision-making processes, from the local level
to transnational levels. At the inagural Women and
Rivers Congress convened by International Rivers
and our partners in March 2019, we heard countless
stories of women who fought for their voices to be
heard as they spoke up for clean water... of women
who banded together to block the intrusion of
male-led workforces that had come to buildon their
rivers... of women who are creating locally-owned
energy projects... and of women who have spent
their lives engaged in research and advocacy on the
governance and management of rivers.

The event brought together close to 100 women
from more than 30 countries to celebrate the
fundamental role women play in defending and
stewarding freshwater resources, as well as to

spur collective action to challenge the deep-rooted,
gender inequities that women face in safeguarding
rivers and river ecosystems. For three days, we
shared our common struggles and willing strategies
for advancing gender equity to concserve rivers.

We emerged with a collective commitment - to
continue our fight to protect free-flowing rivers and
the lands, forests and territories they sustain, to
ensure women's leadership in decision-making at all
levels over freshwater resources, and to strengthen
and build alliances and grow our movement, for our j R/ 9 : i 0
families and communities, our rivers and our planet. N . ' h | A
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Promote Clean and Fair
Finance for Energy and

Water Solutions

Standing Up to the False Promises
of Hydropower

There is no defensible way to continue damming the world’s
rivers. That was the message that a powerful network of
individuals, NGOs and social movements delivered to the World
Hydropower Congress in May. With our partners, we launched
a joint declaration on the "False Promises of Hydropower: Why
Hydroelectric Dams will Not Deliver the Paris Climate Agreement
and the UN Sustainable Development Goals,' signed by some
250 civil society organizations from over 70 countries. We
assisted in staging protests and supporting three Indigenous
Munduruku leaders from dam-affected communities in the
Brazilian Amazon, who were eventually invited to speak on a
panel inside the World Hydropower Congress about dams and

Indigenous peoples. Their ultimate message was: “We don't
want dams. Respect our livelihoods, respect our rights, respect
our rivers.
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Mundurku at the
alternative forum to
the World Hydropower
Congress in Paris.

Photo by International
Rivers




Ensure Corporations

are Accountable

Pursuing accountability and
justice for the Xe Pian-Xe
Namnoy Dam collapse in Laos

One year after the tragic collapse of an auxiliary dam of the
Xe Pian-Xe Namnoy Hydropower Project in Laos, International
Rivers and Inclusive Development International examined the
situation for survivors. Close to 5,000 people made homeless
by the disaster remain in temporary camps, surviving hand to
mouth on meager rations and daily allowances, and without
adequate compensation or redress. The report “Reckless
Endangerment: Assessing Responsibility for the Xe Pian
Xe-Name Noy Dam Collapse” identifies the various project
stakeholders in the hydropower project, including government
and corporate actors, financiers and insurers, and their
responsibilities for the disaster, calling on them to take
immediate action to provide restitution for loss and harm.
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Isimba dam.
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Our Partnerships
Resourcing a global movement

Strengthening the capacities of our local partners

from grassroots and community levels to national and
regional groups is key to the success of the global river
protection movement. International Rivers staff leverage
our relationships with funders to resource local partner
organizations. In 2019, International Rivers facilitated over
$320,000 in small grants to 35 local and Indigenous partner
groups, through re-granting, advising granting foundations,
and serving as an intermediary pass-through organization.

Our partner grantor institutions included: Alex Soros
Foundation, Global Greengrants Fund, Tikva Grassroots
Empowerment Fund, The Moore Foundation, and Mize Family
Foundation.
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Financial Statement Board

Scott Spann, Chair

Deborah Moore, Treasurer

Leslie Leslie, Secretary
2019 Income: . . . . .
Michael Simon, Interim Executive Director

@ Grants: $1,541,252
Contributions: $141,744
@ Other: $322,796 Gary Cook

Patrick McCully
Virali Modi-Parekh

Brent Blackwelder

Juan Pablo Orrego
Athena Ronquillo-Ballesteros

Melina Selverston

2019 Expenses:

@ Programs: $2,176,156 Susanne Wong

Admininistration: $473,825
@ Fundraising: $100,980

2019 Net Assets:

@ Beginning: $2,391,922
Ending: $1,646,753
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Individual
Donors

Nitish Agrawal
Heidi Allen

Julie Anderson
John Anderson
Rachelle Apse
John Arthur
Mirjana Babic
Devin Baker
Joseph Barisci
Carl Bauer

Paul Beach
Craig R. Beach
Susann Beecken
Miles Bell

Olivier Bercault
Laura Berg
Thomas Berridge
Eric Bessette
Margo Blair
David Blake
Richard Bloom
Peter Bosshard
Peter Buckley
Chris Carlsson
Catherine Caufield
Katherine Chaitin
Laura Chenel
Jalpesh Chitalia
Robert Cline
Diana Cohn
Kenneth Conca
Gary Cook
Lafcadio Cortesi
Nancy Daniels
William Davis
Barry Davis
Thomas Demarco
Barbara Des Rochers
David Dewey
Tom Dorsey
Georgina Drew
Sarah Drobshoff
Charles Drucker
Marta Drury

Michelle Eaton
Melissa Eizenberg
Tyler Elko

Rob Everett

Karen Fedorov
Alexander Flemmer
Catherine Fong
Donald Foster
Jonathan Fox

Erich Franz Schimps
June Garcia

Lydia Garvey
Steven Gaskin
Caleb Gates

Carl Gettleman
Charles R. Gibbs
Leah Gibbs

Mark Giese

Diana Goldstein
Karen Golfieri
Jonmin Goodland
Sally Goodwin
Jenckyn Goosby
Kenneth Greenstein
Phillip Guerreiro
Doug Guillot
Marlene Guroff
Christine Guryev
Robert Halcomb
Diana Hall

Stephen Hamilton
Anne Hammett
Faye Harasack
Kathryn Harlow
Fatima Hasabelnaby
Robert Hass
Randall Hayes
Gary Held
Christopher Herman
Richard Hieber
Debra Higgins
Robert Hitchcock
Robert Hoffmann
Glen Holstein

Mary Hooper

John Hooper

Aviva Imhof

Kohei Iwanami
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Heiko Janssen
Rebecca Jennings
Kimberly John
Jennifer Kalmanides
Mike Kappus
Richard Kattelmann
Jonathan Kempsey
Liz Kokoska
Susan Kopman
Malcolm Kottler
Jane Kramer
Richard J Krejsa
Steven Krolik
Hilary Kuhn
Wendy Labon
Mahmood Laghari
Rebecca Lee
Sarah Leslie
Leslie and Jacques
Leslie
Karen Levy
Kevin Li
Doug Linney
Christopher Lish
Edward Lorraine
Cliff Loucks
Ralph Luken
Lee MacDonald
Grace Mang
Claire Manojlovic
Daniel Margraw
Sherry Marsh
George Martin
Eliza Mason
Guenther Mayer
Deborah McAlister
Trish McCall
Claire McCusker
Julie H. McKee
Mary McPherson
Barbara Meral

Joan Marie Michelsen

Jeffrey Miley
Dusty Miller

Ann Millikan

Edith Mirante
Virali Modi-Parekh
Milan Momirov

Dylan Monahan
Gilbert Monnard
Deborah Moore
James Moore
Laurel Moorhead
Paul Moss
Daniel Moss
Erik Mulder
Charles Neidich
Thomas Nerger
Catherine Nguyen
Richard Norgaard
Gail Osherenko
Marvin Osman
Sarah Ouanhnon
Francisco Oyarzun
Barry Phegan
Andrea Pia
Robert Pitagora
Pam Polite
Deirdre Popplewell
Lori Pottinger
Richard Quartaroli
Bonnie Raitt
Ken Ransford
Jennifer Reid
Daniel Richman
Simon Richter
Luis Jorge Rivera-
Herrera
Andre Rollinger
Mike Rosen
Pauline Rosenberg
David Rosenstein
Joan Rosenstock
Brian Ross
Claudia Rousseau
Stewart Sanders
Manojkumar
Saranathan
Stefan Schmidt
Anne Scott
Thayer Scudder
Melina Selverston-
Scher
Rosalind Seysses
James Shelton
Jacob Sigg

Daniel Silver
Michael Simon
David Simon
Leonard Sklar
Gerard Socci
R Scott Spann
Sarah B Stewart
Paul Strasburg
Susan Strasser
Daniel Tabbush
Raquella Thaman
Petur Thorleifsson
Brian Towns
Ame Trandem
Zachary Turner
Neerja Bhatt and Ani
Vaidya
Tom Van Hettema
Wouter Veening
Scott Vickers
Philip Von Burg
Theodore Von Der Ahe
Peter Vorster
Gisa Wagner
Marie Wakefield
Willa Klein Walsh
Christopher Watts
Laurie Wayburn
Brian K. Weissbuch
LLeon Werdinger
Effie Westervelt
Andrew Wilcox
Charles Wilkinson
Lawrence F. Williams
Daniel Wing
Jonathan Wittwer
Gary Wockner
Kristin Womack
Susanne Wong
Matthew Woodall
Claudia Wornum
Katy Yan
Gary Yules
Margaret Zhou
Marc Zimmerman
Scott Zimmermann
Michael Zuckerman
Ben Zuckerman

Empowerment Fund
of Tides Foundation
Winky Foundation
Womadix Fund

Foundations

11th Hour Project,
Schmidt Family
Foundation
American Jewish

World Service Corporations
The Arcadia Fund AmazonSmile

The Baltoro Trust Foundation

Calvert Social Lindsay

Investment Construction, Inc.
Foundation

0.AR.S. Family Of
C.S. Mott Foundation

Conservation, Food & Companies
Health Foundation .
Critical Ecosystem Matchmg
Partnership Fund Giflts

Eileen Fisher

Global Alliance for
Green and Gender
Action (GAGGA)
Global Greengrants
Fund

Gordon and Betty
Moore Foundation
Heatherbrooks Fund
John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur
Foundation

Marisla Foundation
The New Place Fund
Open Society
Foundations

Open Society Initiative
for Southern Africa
(0SISA)

Orchard House
Foundation

Oxfam America
Oxfam Novib
Pledgeling Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers
Fund

Sandy Springs Trust
Synchronicity Earth
The McKnight
Foundation

Tikva Grassroots

The Clorox Company
Google Matching Gift
Team
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ConnectwithUs =~

InternationalRivers.org
Contact@InternationalRivers.org
Facebook: InternationalRivers
Twitter: IntIRivers
Instagram: @IntlIRivers
. - Read our 2018-22 Strategic Plan here:
~InternationalRivers.org/StrategicPlan
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